MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BUTE AND COWAL COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUP HELD

Present:

Attending:

BY MICROSOFT TEAMS
ON TUESDAY, 15 AUGUST 2023

Reeni Kennedy-Boyle, Fyne Futures (Vice-Chair)

Stuart McLean, Committee Manager, Argyll and Bute Council

Ailie Law, Community Development Officer, Argyll and Bute Council
Antonia Baird, Community Development Officer, Argyll and Bute Council
PS Eddie McGunnigal, Police Scotland

Martin Gerrish, Grow Food, Grow Dunoon

Rhona Grant, Community Learning Services, Live Argyll

Susan MacRae, Skills Development Scotland

Rhona Altin, UHI Argyll

Alex Wilde, Shaping Places for Wellbeing, Improvement Service
Becky Hothersall, Shaping Places for Wellbeing, Improvement Service
John Parker, Sandbank Community Development Trust

Ann Campbell, SURF

Councillor Liz McCabe, Argyll and Bute Council

Jim Osborne, Bute Community Council

David Clough, Dunoon Community Council

Gordon Ramsay, Transport Scotland

Angela Anderson, Time for Change Argyll and Bute

Christopher Spence, Scottish Fire and Rescue Services

Angela Coll, Argyll and Bute Health and Social Care Partnership
Jen Broadhurst, Citizens Advice Bureau

Lauren Worrell, NFU Scotland

Robin Webster, Friends of Glenan Wood
Gordon Ross, Western Ferries
Charlie Murphy,



Councillor Daniel Hampsey, Argyll and Bute Council;
Councillor Audrey Forrest; and
Tom McFarlane, Department for Work and Pensions (paTnd



Decision
The Bute and Cowal Community Planning Group:
1. considered and noted the briefing note; and
2. agreed that a discussion, facilitated by Community Planning Team, involving the
Chair of the CPP Management Committee, the Chair of Bute and Cowal Area

Community Planning Group and the Chair of the Dunoon Gourock Ferry Action
Group be organised.



ceremony of their newer boats the Sound of Seil and the Sound of Soay.

Mr Ross advised that Western Ferries provide approximately 32,000 sailings a year
from 6am until midnight, 365 days a yea



the Keep Safe scheme.

Decision

The Bute and Cowal Area Community Planning Group:

1. considered and noted the information provided; and

2. noted that in the absence of a representative from Police Scotland, any

guestions could be forwarded to them following the meeting and any responses
circulated to the Group.






(g) Opportunity for Verbal Updates

Argyll and Bute Citizens Advice Bureau

Jen Broadhurst highlighted that Argyll and Bute Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) have
been very busy and have supported just under 800 clients in the last 3 months with
370 of those being new to the bureau with the majority being in relation to welfare
rights. Of those clients 218 were provided with welfare rights support, 41 were
supported to access digital, food or fuel crisis funding.

Jen added that the overall client financial gain, generated from the advice provided

was just under £360,000 with 78% of the funding being generated by Welfare
Rights.

Jen also provided information on other areas such as the new data hub which
provides statistical data on the range of clients that they support across the region;
debt advice; the Armed Services advice project which has been extended until the
end of the year; energy advice; the adviser training programme; the cost of care
research; the updating of the Bureau's business plan and the wellbeing networking
event which is to be held on the 13" September.

It



10. BUTE COMMUNITY COUNCIL - CONSULTATION EXERCISE



(b)

Consideration was given to a report which highlighted the ongoing work of the
Climate Change Working Group. The report outlined the proposal to produce a
strategic Action Plan as a means to address the climate emergency in Argyll and
Bute; the approved governance arrangements to support the Climate Change
Project Manager post and the ongoing work on the recruitment of a Project
Manager.

Decision

The Bute and Cowal Area Community Planning Group:
1. considered and noted the information provided; and

2. noted that in the absence of a representative from the Climate Change Working
Group, any questions could be forwarded to them following the meeting and any
responses circulated to the Group.

(Reference: Report by Chair of the Community Planning Partnership Climate
Change Working Group, dated 2 August 2023, submitted)

Friends of Glenan Wood

Consideration was given to a presentation by Robin Webster of Friends of Glenan
Wood which provided information on the woodlands which is 148 hectares of unique
Atlantic temperate rainforest located in Portavadie. Robin highlighted that the woods
were acquired by the local community from Forestry Scotland via the Scottish Land
Act in 2019 and now has approximately 80 local members and 7 local trustees.

The presentation also included information on what visitors can expect to find in the


https://www.glenanwood.org.uk/

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING



