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How good is your place? Area wide engagement results using the Place Standard Tool 
 
Between May and October 2019, the Community Planning Partnership (CPP) used 



  



 
 
 
Thematic areas by lowest score to highest score 
 



Q1. Moving Around: Can I easily walk and cycle around using good-
quality routes?  
 

98 responses in total – Average Score of 4.41 
 

Score of 1 Score of 2 Score of 3 Score of 4 Score of 5 Score of 6 Score of 7 No 
response 

5 
responses 

7 
responses 

17 
responses 

14 
responses 

30 
responses 

18 
responses 

7 
responses 

0 
responses 

 
 
Comments 
 

Adequate and safe pavements and footpaths, 
Bute is ideal for both these activities, hence their popularity. Safety is the foremost consideration 
here. 
Difficult to get the balance between meeting the needs of motorised transport which is essential 
to the everyday life of the island given the distances and the locations involved and that of safe 
walking and cycling needs. The roads are currently not naturally wide enough to have pavement 
all over the island for walkers or a separated lane for cyclists all over the island. Some method of 
separating motorised transport from walkers and cyclist on roads would very much help with 
safely and would eventually encourage more participation in these two activities but any 
separation method should not be to the detriment of essential motorised transport whither that 
is bus, private car or farm vehicle. I enjoy walking and cycling but appreciate the need of other 
road users. 
Farmers putting up too many electrified fences inhibiting the right to roam 
generally good but some places need some work 
Good access using public roads for cycling & walking. Off road cycling routes could be 
increased/improved and more accessible for people with mobility issues 
Good amount of walking routes but few cycling routes on Bute. The walking routes are poorly 



I live in Rothe



There are excellent routes but they are not in good condition, pavements are over grown and in 
bad order 
There are excellent walking routes but poor cycling as there is no separation from traffic or 
walkers. People often cycle on the pavement 
There are good quality, safe routes throughout the town centre, but the esplanade could be 
better used for cycling as well as walking 
There are lots of good routes for cycling round Bute and I always feel very safe when cycling 
around 
There are nice places to walk to but no pavements nor any other walkway to be safe away from 
the road. Major A Road 
There are no dedicated, segregated bike paths on Bute. Many past and potential cyclists are wary 
of using the roads, given the driving behaviour of a small but threatening minority of drivers who 
have no compunction about passing cyclists fast and close. The road surfaces are generally good 
with a few dangerous depression in the road around gulley’s that need levelling. Walking is a 
different story and it’



Q2. Public Transport: Does public transport meet my needs? 
 

98 responses in total – Average Score of 4.37 
 

Score of 1 Score of 2 Score of 3 Score of 4 



higher fare etc. if the service was more reliable. However the boats appear too cumbersome for 
crew to manage in difficult weather 
Ferries/Plane 
Ferry service is limited Difficult to access when lift not working 
For the size of Bute's population, the bus service is appropriate. However, the variable 
coordination with the Rothesay-Wemyss Bay ferry schedule is unacceptable. This happens when 
certain buses times are altered to cater to school pupils going to the Academy, leaving ferry users 
without a connecting bus. The Rothesay-Wemyss Bay schedule has been altered in a strange 
manner q6-6 (r)-1.04 -0Tc 0 6 Tw4anray-





Q3. Traffic and Parking: Do traffic and parking arrangements allow 
people to move around safely? 
 

98 responses in total – Average Score of 4.0 
 

Score of 1 Score of 2 Score of 3 Score of 4 Score of 5 Score of 6 Score of 7 No 
response 

13 
responses 

9 
responses 

11 
responses 

16 
responses 

30 
responses 

15 
responses 

4 
responses 

0 
responses 

 
 
Comments 
 

A lot more could be done to use vacant spaces as car parks 
a lot of the time there are no parking spaces 
As a non-driver, the main issue is cars parking on the pavement on certain streets outwith the 
town centre, e.g. Battery Place and Glenburn Road. 
As visitor numbers grow no further parking provided causing problems for tourists and locals 
Bad parking habits is prevalent on Bute and parking spaces are at a premium. Where very large 



Motorised transport is very essential for a lot of the permanent residents of the island. Reducing 
the negative aspects of this form of transport through things like reducing speed to 20 mile per 
hour in populated areas by clear signage on the roads and on the street would promote a safer 
environment where pedestrian, cyclist and other road users have to interact. It may also help with 
noise pollution. The switching off of engines when stationary helps with this also, as well as 
pollution. The fuel used in motorised transport is likely the biggest contributor to pollution so 
promoting full electric or electric hybrid or gas or hydrogen vehicles on the island along with 
walking and cycling would be a great help. There are only as I am aware two electric charge points 
outside the Coop, more in different locations would be a help. Cycle repair points in populated 
areas may be of help. Parking spaces should be sufficient to keep town centres alive and 
accessible by being enough of them and nearby. Pedestrianisation of certain street could be a 
help. Within an island community a balance has to be struck between people and motorised 



there is ABSOLUTELY nowhere to park people abuse the loading bays park on the double yellow 
lines and get away with it as they know the police have no power, recently on Bute with recent 
road tar repairs and replacement there has been a major problem with the zebra crossing (lines 
hadn't been painted) people parking over the crossing and people being nearly ran over.. The 
beacons were then cover with a black bin bags and very strange lines painted on the road very 
confused and not very well managed 
There is always room for improvement 
There is plenty of parking provision and opportunity for parking. A pedestrianised shopping street 
would be beneficial. 
There should be free parking for the first fifteen minutes for access to our local shops 
There should be more parking spaces in town centre 
TOO MANY PARKING RESTRICTIONS 
traffic and parking arrangements are not well monitored/policed 
Very limited suitable parking in Rothesay 



Q4. Streets and Spaces: Do the streets and public spaces create an 
attractive place that is easy to navigate? 
 

98 responses in total – Average Score of 3.75 
 

Score of 1 Score of 2 Score of 3 Score of 4 Score of 5 Score of 6 Score of 7 No 
response 

11 
responses 

14 
responses 

18 
responses 

18 
responses 

22 
responses 

12 
responses 

3 
responses 

0 
responses 

 
 
Comments 
 

a lot of comment this year regarding lack of weeding etc. in the streets of the town and very little 
grass cutting 
A lot of poorly maintained buildings in town centre. Current volunteers who paint street furniture 
should be salaried. 
Could be improved. Some part are very nice other areas need a lick of Paint 
Derelict & poorly maintained buildings (particularly along the main town centre detract from the 
area, giving a run-down appearance. Cut backs in council/roads dept. grass cutting of verges, 
parks and cemeteries & weeding of pavements has led to a deterioration in the area. Street 
lighting is very poor at night giving a feeling of insecurity. 
Derelict buildings and those that are not well cared for as well as uneven roads and 
footpaths/pavements give a really poor impression to any visitor and discourage return visits. 
Litter and dog waste is also a problem. 
Derelict buildings spoil the town centre. Near these buildings we have fabulous local landmarks 



a way to "encourage" the building owner to keep the facade in good order, and neatly block out 
the windows so we don't all have to look at piles of housed trash inside - this draws vermin and is 
a fire hazard. 
I would agree that they do and the current layout of Rothesay for example to a great extent does 
work but pedestrianisation of certain streets would help to give a safer and relaxed shopping 
experience. Maintenance of buildings appearance also help with his also. Any empty building 
windows either at ground level or above have interesting inspiring images of Bute to cover them 
to give a less of a neglected look [competitions for schools to produce images]. Introduction of all 
year round low maintenance green street furniture help to promote a sense of well-being. 
It is wonderful this year that the council has not weed
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